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tribute. It was the centre of trade: "The m are more numerous than the stars of the f became a great school of Chaldaean scie Sargon amassed a library whose treasures ledge of the Assyrian-Babylonian civilise every child who reads the Bibje knows th whilst Assur and Calah, the previous capi mere names.   Even the men who dug up about A.D. 1850, Botta, Place and Layard to call them, knowing them more by the natives to the tells, or artificial hillocks, stood—Kelle Shergat and Nimrud.  The fib lay  buried  the  oldest Assyrian  capital, journey by road southwards from Ninevel of the Tigris, whilst Calah, under the hi only three hours' ride to the south of Moi of the river near its junction with the had replaced Assur as a royal residence became the capital again later under A his successors.   Sargon himself lived there in Nineveh his palace which he inaugural before his assassination.
The resurrection of the buried civilisati< began a little more than a century ago, s from the Bible and the Romantics' love o Orient in particular. The veil of this his to lift over the vast steppes and deserts of gradually the two or three thousand tells \ buried cities began to be uncovered am